against their assaults and temptations, so that they
have wounded your soul in five different places; that
is to say, the deadly sins that have entered into your
heart through your five senses. In the same manner
Our Lord Christ has willed and permitted it that
your three enemies have entered your house through
the windows thereof, and have wounded your
daughter in the manner whereof you know."
"Certainly," said Melibeus, "I see well that you so
strengthen your arguments that I shall not revenge
myself upon my enemies, showing me thus the perils
and the evils that may result from this taking of
vengeance. But if everyone were to consider, in every
revenge, the dangers and ills that might ensue there-
from, no man would ever take vengeance, and that
would be harmful; for by vengeance-taking the
wicked are set apart from the good men. And they
that have the will to do wickedly restrain their evil
purpose when they see the punishment and chastise-
ment of other wrongdoers."
To this replied Dame Prudence: "Surely," said
she, "I grant that much good and much evil come of
vengeance; but vengeance-taking does not belong to
everyone, but only to judges and such as have a
proper jurisdiction and authority over wrongdoers.
And I say, further, that just as an individual sins in
wreaking vengeance upon another man, so sins the
judge if he does not fully exact payment from those
who have deserved to be punished. For Seneca says:
"That is a good master who convicts criminals.' And
as Cassiodorus says: 'A man shrinks from crime when
he understands and knows that it angers the judges
and the sovereigns.' And yet another says: 'The judge
who fears to deal justly makes criminals of men.' And
Saint Paul the apostle says in his Epistle to the
Romans that not without reason are the fasces borne
before the magistrates. For they are borne to punish
criminals and miscreants, and for the security of
good and just men. If, then, you would have re-
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